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The first ever burning cave man kicked off Friday night at Speleofest 2011.  We had an excellent 
Speleofest this year with a great turnout of cavers from near and far.  Jim Bobbit did an excellent Job as 
Speleofest chairman and brought some great ideas to the table, including the burning man statue.  Don 
and Ray did a great job building the fire and everybody really seemed to enjoy watching it light up.  We 
hope to have an even better display next year.  More on Speleofest later in this issue. 

The fire burns 
Photo by Tim Stoops 

This issue of the Karst Window was edited by 
Tim Stoops 

 
Thank you to those who submitted content. 

About The Cover 
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The Louisville Grotto is an internal organization of the National Speleological Society (NSS).  The Grotto is one 
of nearly 200 local chapters  located around the country, which represent the bulk of the internal organizations 
of the NSS. The Grotto conducts regular meetings serving to bring cavers together within the general area and 
to coordinate activities.   A Yahoo mailing group also serves as a means of communication between members.  
Membership is $20 per year for individuals or $25 for the whole family. 
 
Meetings are held at the Bon Aire Public Library on Goldsmith Lane in Louisville, beginning at 7 p.m.  The 
meetings are open to the general public and guests are encouraged to attend.  Directions can be found on the 
grotto website as well. 
 
Our annual fundraiser is a 4-day caving event called Speleofest.  The event takes place on Memorial day 
weekend.  More information can be found on the grotto website. 
 
Caving trips.  The Louisville Grotto has regular trips to various caves in Indiana and Kentucky.  Our goal is to 
have at least one beginner-level trip per month in which all members are invited to attend. 
 
Website 
louisville.caves.org 
 
Lone Star Preserve 
Lone Star Preserve is a 67-acre caving preserve, which has been purchased and developed by the Louisville 
Grotto for the purpose of having Speleofest at a permanent central location in cave country. The preserve is 
located in Bonnieville, Kentucky - just north of Cave City on I-65. 
 
Grotto Officers 
Chairman Jim Carter therunnerjc@bellsouth.net 
Vice-Chair Richard Gilliam  rgilli53@yahoo.com 
Treasurer Jpat  caverat1935@h 
Secretary Fran Selzam fmvs02@live. com 
Director  Bill Naper 
Director  Dave Weller 
Director  Jim Bobbit trailblazerr@yah 
 
 
Update to the Karst Window (KW) newsletter. The KW has been recently changed to a biannual publication  
that will be released on grotto meeting dates during the months of December and June.  The 2011 issues that 
were supposed to come out in June and September were not created. 
 
 If you wish to submit content, please have any news items, articles, trip reports, upcoming events, etc. 
submitted no later than May or November 15th.  If you forward articles authored by someone other than 
yourself, please forward their name for proper credit in the newsletter. We are looking for original articles 
above anything else (i.e. trip reports, survey reports, gear reviews, etc.), but any caving related articles are 
fine, especially anything that is related to or effects caving locally.  If you would like to submit content or to be 
added to the mailing list, send your request to tim.stoops@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

About The Grotto  
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Artist rendition of a climb in Rendezvous Cave.  Report on page 15  
Drawing by Tim Stoops 
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The success of Speleofest is not measured in profit, it can be measured best from the reactions of our members 
and guests.  Whatôs most important is that everybody has a great time.  Here are some of the reactions of our 
members and guests just after a very successful Speleofest in 2011. 
 
From  Jim Bobbit, Speleofest Chairman 

I can't say it enough, you guys are all team players and were easy to work with.  We couldn't have done this without 
everyone's help. I am honored to be part of the Speleofest family .  
 
Thank you for all your dedication to making Speleofest '11 a success and for the friendships and memories you have 
given me . Looking forward to next year .  
 
I am already thinking about next year .. I know , look out I may have some interesting ideas. Those that would like 
to play a bigger role, you don't need an invitation , just let me know where you would like to serve and we will start 
the planning .  

 
From Jim Carter 

Thanks to all of you that made the 40th. one a great success. I have not heard the final count but know it was way 
more than expected. You all that worked week after week before hand are the best. Thankyou for a job well done. I 
wish I could say more but thanks is about all there  is. I am proud to say you are my friends. 

 
From Ken Alwin 

As the last cavers were leaving, they thanked us for keeping LSP looking and functioning well. It was good to hear 
they noticed all the hard work of the past year and weeks. 

 
From Jeff Haaman 

it was a great time thank u all !!   don and Jeff  wow  . it was great to be able to help a little .see u next year. from the 
complainer. 

 
From Sue Milburn 
 

Yeah, everyone loves LSP.  The workers went all out to do their part in making it a great year and it showed.  All the 
cavers had a great time and the turnout was the best in recent years. 

 
Judy Woosley 

I agree Sue, thanks everyone for the hard work you put in this year..Speleofest was a great success and we had a lot 
of awesome compliments from our guest.  All said they would definitely be back next year.....Bring on # 41 in 
2012.....Woo Hoo 

 
From Susan Wilkinson 

Below is an excerpt of an email I received from Bill Greenwald. Bill's adult grand kids came down from Chicago for 
their first Speleofest, and they will be back next year. Just wanted to share some of the positive feed back. You all did 
such a great job and worked so hard to put on another great Speleofest. Thank you.  

 
Just wanted to thank you for helping the kids pick a cave trip on Sunday. They enjoyed very much. 
(Big Bat, Corey Collins) 
I will send you a copy my trip report when its done this week. I have a bunch of pics. Since I decided 
hang around the camp Sunday I could see the work involved with getting the Sunday evening 
activity ready. The cavers probably don't realize what goes on in the background to make things 
happen. I enjoyed seeing and talking to old friends, and peeking into and photographing the caves 
on the property.   
 

Again thanks to everyone for all of your hard work and help. I will share the pics and write ups when I get them. I 
think it's fun to see Speleofest from the perspective of cavers not from the LG.  

 

 

Speleofest, 2011 Report 



This was the group picture after a trip to Lutes Spring Cave.  I had made a few trips to this cave prior to this yearôs 
Speleofest, however I had left a few leads unexplored.  We made it our goal to see every bit of the cave this time 
around and we actually did.  We even climbed through the waterfall on the upper level and explored the fluted 
dome area.  We had a great group of cavers on this Speleofest trip. 
 
Photo by Tim Stoops 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Speleofest Pictures 

A group meets before their Caving trip.  The weather was perfect that morning and the cavers were ready to go. 
 
Photo by Tim Stoops 
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Below is a couple of the best shots taken in Piercy Cave.  The group was nice enough to allow me an hour or 
so of time to experiment with some light painting photography.  We had a great trip exploring the creek and the 
very back of the cave  after this.  We got very muddy.  One interesting thing we found was animal scratches  
and hair on the ceiling of a low passageway.  He must have fallen victim to the flooding we had weeks prior.  It 
was a great trip had by all, minus getting lost on the way there. 
 
Photo by Tim Stoops 
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Below are some select Speleofest photos from Matt McClintock.  The first is a great shot of the Friday night 
Bonfire.  The bottom image is a colorful capture of the Saltpeter Cave wine & cheese social.   
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Caving News 
 
 

Louisville Grotto October Elections  
New officers are as follows 
 
Jim Bobbitt - Chairman 
Tim Stoops - Vice Chair 
Stephanie Coffey - Secretary 
J Pat Stephens - Treasurer 
Judy Woosley  - Director 
Ken Bailey - Director 
Bill Napper - Director 
 

New Caves Explored Near Millerstown 
 
On November 12th, Chili Cook-off weekend,  Jon Durall with the Twin Lakes Cave Conservation & Survey 
Task-Force and several Louisville Grotto members visited a property near Millerstown and explored a new 
cave.  A survey has been started.  It is reported that several other sinks and entrances are likely to exist on the 
property and the land owner is very nice.  It is an exciting find in the area. 
 

Raymond Cave 
 
The cave register in Raymond Cave has been replaced by Tim Stoops.  The old register will be copied and 
published in the next issue of the Karst Window for historical purposes.    

 
 A Discovery In Bland Cave 
Submitted by Jon Durall 

 

On October 15th, Members of the Twin Lakes Cave Conservation & Survey Task-Force on a trip to Bland Cave 

in Central Kentucky, discovered a room approximately 9 meters (30 feet) by 21 meters (70 feet) covered with 

different kinds of formations. 

 

A chimney found leading off the room goes to an upper room at an upper level that is about 6 meters (20 feet) by 6 

meters (20 feet). A future trip is planned in conjunction with members of the Louisville Grotto to do survey work, 

take photos and do further exploration. 


